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UAE Aid News

AED 63 million of healthcare projects in Pakistan

Seven UAE-funded hospitals and clinics will be built in Pakistan
at a cost of nearly AED 63 million. The agreement was signed
between Abdullah Khalifa Al Ghafli, Director of Emirati Projects to
Assist Pakistan, and Major General Zahir Shah, of the Pakistani
Armed Forces. The two hospitals will be built under the names
of HH Sheikh Khalifa and HH Sheikha Fatima. (The National, 18
December 2011)

Khalifa Foundation donates equipment for 9 operating
rooms at Egyptian hospital

The Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan Humanitarian Foundation
donated equipment for 9 operating rooms in Ain Shams
University Specialized Hospital in Cairo, Egypt. The Maternity
Hospital receives around 118,000 patients every year. (Al lttihad,
25 November 2011)

UAE Red Crescent dispatches aid to Turkey

Under the directives of President HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, with support from Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE Red Crescent
dispatched a cargo plane carrying 100 tons of shelter materials
for the victims of the recent earthquake that hit eastern Turkey.
(Al Khaleej, 16 December)

Dubai team gives the gift of sight

Noor Dubai Foundation, the UAE based charity focused on
preventing and treating low vision and curable forms of blindness,
continues to provide assistance to those affected by the 2010
floods in Sindh Province, Pakistan. This is the second Noor
Dubai mobile eye camp in Pakistan since the flood emergency
was declared in mid-2010. (Gulf News, 25 November 2011)

Princess Haya article — does your aid
count?

UN Messenger of Peace, HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein,
Wife of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-
President, Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has
published an opinion article calling for a reform of the way in
which global aid figures are tracked.

The article highlights the fact that, at present, only donations by the
23 nations belonging to the Development Assistance Committee
(DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-Cooperation and
Development (OECD) are tracked systematically. The current
system therefore excludes private donations as well as those
made by non OECD DAC states.

HRH Princess Haya proposes a two-track system tracking Official
Development Aid and Private Development Aid, in the hope that
this would spur more donations from private initiatives, as well
as helping to ensure that donations are coordinated and used
effectively. The full article can be found on www.huffingtonpost.
com.

United Nations Disaster Assessment

and Coordination Induction Training

Abu Dhabi Police, in cooperation with the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, hosted an induction
training for United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination
(UNDAC), from 4-16 December. This was the first time that the
UNDAC induction, part of the international emergency response
system for sudden-onset emergencies, was held for Arabic-language
speakers, and it was attended by participants from 16 countries.

HH Lt. General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior, attended the intensive 36-hour
simulation exercise, a core part of the induction training, in the
Shaleila area in Abu Dhabi. Speaking at the event, HH Sheikh Saif
said that the coordination of efforts by search and rescue teams is
of utmost importance in order to save lives and provide the best
possible humanitarian assistance at times of disasters.
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‘HH SHeikh Saif attends the UNDAC training for Arabic speakers, in Abu Dhabi.
(Source: Abu Dhabi Police)

Held at the Fairmont Hotel in Abu Dhabi, the UNDAC course
trained participants on how to support coordination and decision-
making with regard to relief and rescue, by providing a platform for
cooperation, coordination and information management for national
and international humanitarian organizations.

Launch of the Yemen Humanitarian
Response Plan 2012

The Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan 2012, an appeal for almost
$500 million of humanitarian aid, was launched at International
Humanitarian City in Dubai on 18 December. Representatives from
United Nations agencies warned that this aid is needed to avert a
humanitarian crisis on the scale witnessed in the Horn of Africa this
year; about seven million people in Yemen are currently in need of
food, of whom three million are already in dire need, and 60 per cent
of the country’s 12 million children are malnourished.

‘The event was attended by the United Nations Humanitarian
Coordinator for Yemen, Mr. Jens Toyberg-Frandzen, the Yemen
Minister of Health, Dr Ahmed Al Anansi, as well as representatives
of seven UN bodies working for refugees, children, health, food and
other sectors.
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Busan Outcome

Delegations from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development, and the
UAE Office for the Coordination of Foreign Aid
represented the UAE at the 4th High-level Forum
on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, Korea, from 29
November to 1 December 2011.

Over 3,500 delegates took part in this final
international meeting on the topic of “Aid
Effectiveness”. The Busan Outcome Document,
endorsed at the last session, requests UNDP
and OECD to work together with governments
to establish the architecture for a new Global
Partnership for Effective Development
Cooperation, with the focus on the effectiveness
of sustainable development in each recipient
country, and on monitoring the ways in which aid
contributes to strengthening each country’s own
systems.
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UAE delegates attended the 4th High-level Forum on Aid
Effectiveness in Busan, Korea. (Source: OCFA)

UAE delegates attended several side events and
workshops on statistics - an essential source of
information about development cooperation. The
International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), an
effort to present transparent data in ways that will
be of most use to recipient countries, received
support from US Secretary of State, Hillary
Clinton, who announced that the US had joined.
Other major themes addressed in the Outcome
Document include the need for donors to be more
predictable in their aid programs, the importance
of building the capacity of institutions in recipient
countries and the need to find ways of reducing
the problem known as “fragmentation”, where
recipient governments have to deal with hundreds
of different donor organizations, each with
different demands and systems. A Minister from
Tuvalu, a country with a population of only 10,000,
complained that he received 900 aid visitors in
one year, equivalent to nearly ten percent of their
population!

A wide range of documents relating to the Busan
meeting can be found on www.aideffectiveness.
org/busanhlf4.

Fighting in the Abyei region, South Kordofan and Blue Nile states following the
secession of South Sudan has resulted in high numbers of displaced or severely
affected people. Meanwhile, a large-scale movement of people of South
Sudanese origin from Sudan to South Sudan continues.
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In total, South Sudan has received more than 50,000 refugees from Sudan’s
Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan states in recent months; according to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), approximately
650 refugees are still arriving in the eastern part of South Sudan per day from
Sudan’s Blue Nile state. UNHCR has also raised concerns about some 20,000
refugees in South Sudan who are increasingly at risk as fighting rages near the
northern border with Sudan.

Humanitarian evaluation round-table

On 14 December, OCFA hosted a round-table discussion on the principles
and practices of evaluating humanitarian programs. The workshop was held in
partnership with DARA, an independent organisation committed to improving the
quality and effectiveness of aid for vulnerable populations suffering from conflict,
disasters and climate change, and chaired by Dr. Abdul Kareem Bensiali of the
UAE Red Crescent Authority.

During the interactive event, participants reviewed current evaluation practices
by UAE donors, as well as considering guidelines to help humanitarian
organisations improve the evaluation of their programmes. Seasoned
humanitarian professionals Ross Mountain, Director General of DARA, and
Riccardo Polastro, Head of Evaluation, brought long and wide-ranging experience
in humanitarian work around the world, and emphasized the importance of
factoring in evaluations at the earliest stages of project planning. Participants
expressed support for developing guidelines on evaluating humanitarian action,
for use by UAE actors.

UAE trainers conduct Sphere workshop in Jeddah,

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Two Emirati accredited Sphere trainers assisted with the facilitation of a Training
of Trainers course on minimum standards in humanitarian response, in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, from 20-26 November 2011. Ms. Aisha Salem Alabid Al Badwawi
and Ms. Amna Mohammed Al Ansari supported Osman Consulting Company in
the delivery of the workshop, which was attended by over 60 participants from 14
different governmental and non-governmental departments and organisations.

Graduates of the Sphere ToT, held by OCFA in January 2011, have conducted
several trainings for humanitarian aid personnel in the UAE; the next event is
scheduled for January 2012.

ocfa.gov.ae
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